
SCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER 28 - OCTOBER 3, 2026



Time Title & Presenter Well Core Category

10:00

“Celebrating Our Common Humanity with Walt Whitman”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Mark Edmundson, Presidential

University Professor, University of Virginia

Intellectual Wellness

11:00

“Curiously Human: 25 Years of the Belmont University

Humanities Symposium” 

Dr. Jason Lovvorn, Professor Department of English,

Belmont University

Intellectual Wellness

12:00
Preserving the Past of the Symposium for the Future Panel

discussion with library staff and others
Intellectual Wellness

1:00

“Science is a Conversation”

Science Faculty Panel moderated by Dr. Krista McBride,

Physics, Belmont University

Intellectual Wellness

2:00

“Women’s Voices in Ancient Gynecology” Dr. Mary

Cunninghame, Department of Philosophy, Belmont

University

Intellectual Wellness

3:00

“Healthcare and Culture of Nepal”

Heather Ferrari, MSN, RN, FNP-BC, AGACNP-BC,

University of Kentucky Medical Center

Occupational Wellness

4:00

Q&A for FYS and others with Dr. Mark Edmundson, author

of Who Are You and Why Are You Here Facilitated by Dr.

Kate Holland and Dr. Noel Boyle

Occupational Wellness

5:30

“From Story to Screen: the Politics of Friction, Censorship

and Translation” Featured Speaker: Dr. Holly Liu, Charles

A. Dana Professor of Chinese and German, Alma College

Cultural Wellness
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Time Title & Presenter Well Core Category

10:00

“Performing Oral Histories for Rural Resilience 

and Well-Being”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Dana Bultman, Harry and Jane

Willson Professor of Humanities, University of Georgia

Cultural Wellness

11:00

“Centering Dependency: Severe Cognitive 

Impairment and Equal Humanity”

Dr. Noel Boyle, Department of Philosophy, 

Belmont University

Cultural Wellness

12:15

Faculty Q&A with Dr. Mark Edmundson, 

author of Why Teach?

Teaching Center Luncheon, Rogers Board Room, 

Barbara Massey Building

  No Well Core

  Faculty / Staff event

  

2:00

“‘We Came Crying Hither’: King Lear, Migrants, and the

Cliffs of Dover”

Dr. Marcia McDonald, Professor Emerita, English,

Belmont University

Intellectual Wellness

3:30

“Unlearning Japanese: Ignorance and Rediscovery”

Dr. Christopher Born, Associate Professor of Asian Studies

and Japanese, Belmont University

Cultural Wellness

5:30

“Language Study: at the Heart of a Humanistic Education”

Panel Discussion: Dr. Dana Bultman, Dr. Holly Liu, 

Dr. Mark Edmundson

Intellectual Wellness

7:00
“Transformational Travel: the Lumos Award” 

Moderated Panel Discussion with 4 past Lumos Travelers
Cultural Wellness
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Time Title & Presenter Well Core Category

9:00

“Roll for Humanity: How D&D Satisfies Core Human

  Needs Through Collaborative Storytelling”

  Dr. Laura-Kate Gonyea Huse, Assistant Professor of

  Communication Studies, Belmont University

Emotional Wellness

10:00

“A Life Made of Stories: From Literature to Song, Tradition,

and Healing”

Ashley Davis, World Music Artist, Reiki Master Healer 

and Belmont Class of ‘98

Intellectual Wellness 

11:00
“Thoreau’s Celly and Other Stories: Finding Common

  Humanity in the History of the American Jail”
Intellectual Wellness  

12:00
“Out of the Maelstrom of Knowledge and Experience”

Dr. Maggie Monteverde, English, Belmont University
Intellectual Wellness  

1:00

“The Trouble with Answers” 

  Panel Discussion: moderated by Dr. Krista McBride,

  Associate Professor of Physics, Belmont University

Intellectual Wellness  

2:00

“When the Medium Talks Back: AI, Meaning-Making and

Human Conversation”

Dr. Kevin Trowbridge, Associate Professor and Chair,

Department of Public Relations, Belmont Univeristy

Social Wellness

3:00

“Magnificent Humanity: 

How the Papal Encyclical  Makes Us Think About Ourselves

and Our Current and Future Courses”

  Panel Discussion: Dr. Sally Holt, Professor of Religion;

  Dr. Arpita Mandal, Assistant Professor of English; Dr.

Jennifer Thomas, Professor of Biology; Dr. Mitch McCoy,

Associate Professor of Spanish Belmont University

Spiritual Wellness

4:00

“The Artificial Other: Dialogue and Disagreement with AI

  Panel Discussion: Dr. Joel Overall, Associate Professor

  of English, with Belmont Students Emma Bowman and

Marly Hanna, Belmont Univeristy

Intellectual Wellness

7:00

A Viewing of the film Coda 

followed by Discussion Presented by members of 

Belmont’s American Sign Language Club  

Social Wellness



Time Title & Presenter Well Core Category

10:00

Belmont Launch for “In Our Hands: A Maker’s Manifesto
  for Changing the World Through Creative Practices”

  Dr. Bonnie Smith-Whitehouse, Department of English and
  Global Honors Program, Belmont University

Emotional Wellness

11:00

“The Furious Flycycle and the Long Journey Home: 
An Odyssey of Sorts”

  Dr. Darrell Gwaltney, H. Franklin Paschall Chair of
  Biblical Studies and Religion, Belmont University

Spiritual Wellness

12:30

“The Neighborhood, The Office, and the Vacation: 
How Three TV Architectures Shape Our Feeling Bodies”
Dr. Amanda Salmon, Lecturer Department of English,

Belmont University

Intellectual Wellness

2:00
“What IS a Symposium?”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Alex Priou, Professor of Political
Philosophy, University of Austin

Intellectual Wellness

4:00

“Walking with the Enemy: The Art of Subversive Mimicry 
in the Post-Truth Era”

  Tom Williams, Watkins College of Art, Belmont U, and
Gediminas Gasparavičius, Myers School of Art, University

of Akron

Cultural Wellness

5:30

“More Than Translation: What We Gain When We Learn
Another Language”

Featured Speaker:  Dr. Brandon Tullock, Director, AP
German Language and Culture, College Board, and

Belmont Class of ‘07

Occupational Wellness

7:00

Das Leben der Anderen (The Lives of Others) – A Film by
Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck, Viewing followed by

Discussion Moderated by Dr. Regine Schwarzmeier,
German, Belmont University

Cultural Wellness
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Time Title & Presenter Well Core Category

9:00
“The Necessity of a Humanistic Education in an Era of AI”

Panel Discussion: Dr. Alex Priou and Dr. Masood Raja
Intellectual Wellness

10:00 Philologoi Social Wellness

11:00

“Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy Ibn Yaqzan, Jon Locke, and Rousseau: A

Twelfth Century Muslim Text and its Impact 

on European Humanistic Thought”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Masood Raja, Linsley School and

Belmont Alumnus BA and MA

Intellectual Wellness

12:00

“Under Threat: Regional and Indigenous Languages at Risk”

  Panel Discussion: Ashley Davis, Brendan Tullock, 

and Masood Raja

Cultural Wellness

1:00
“Orders Anyone?” Presenting the English Department

Cookbook
Cultural Wellness

2:00

“I’m Good, I Swear”: A Reading 

and Q&A with Author Carrie Grace York 

Featured Speaker: Carrie Grace York, Belmont Class of ’26,

moderated by Dr. Gwen Niekamp, Belmont University

Spiritual Wellness

3:00
“How to Love You When You’re Gone: A Reading with Q&A

  Featured Speaker: Gabriela Gonzales, Belmont Class of  
Cultural Wellness

4:00

Winners of the 2026 Sandra Hutchins Humanities Symposium

  Creative Writing Contest

  Readings by Belmont Undergraduates 

and Masters Students

Cultural Wellness

5:00
“The Universal Language: A Closing Concert”

Ashley Davis, John DePriest, and Brandon Tullock
Cultural Wellness
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Carrie Grace 
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Gonzales
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Tullock



Twenty-five years ago, when the then Department of Literature and

Language and the Department of Philosophy decided to organize

“Murder in the Mansion,” we called it a Symposium because we wanted

to emphasize an aspect of academic engagement fundamental to our

disciplines, the focus on conversation.  Today, as social media, twenty-

four hour news cycles, AI, and political division seem to threaten our

ability to interact deeply and meaningfully with each other, even with

those we may not agree with, that reciprocal, conversation-based

format, that requires both listening and speaking, seems all the more

important.  Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised, then, to discover that the

original, root sense of conversation isn’t about talking with each other

at all:  it’s about living with others, opening up to the possibility of

turning ourselves about as we encounter others, and in that way

allowing ourselves to celebrate everything our common humanity has to

offer.  So, this year, instead of engaging with one focused subject from

many angles, during the five days of our 25th Symposium we will resume

conversations on the five topic groupings representing the past twenty-

five years:   Our Encounters and Conversations; Our Comparative

Impulses; Our Contexts; Our Technologies; Our Narratives and

Languages. 

Belmont Humanities
Symposium

Celebrating
Twenty-Five Years 

of the

FULL PROGRAM COMING SOON
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