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0 I¥ GUR COMMON HUMANITY
Yit %m MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

FEATURED SPEAKERS:

“FROM STORY TO
SCREEN: THE PoOLITICS OF
FrictiON, CENSORSHIP
AND TRANSLATION”

“CELEBRATING OUR
CoMMON HUMANITY WITH
WALT WHITMAN"

DRrR. MARK EDMUNDSON Dr. Horry Liu

SCHEDULE:

TiME TITLE & PRESENTER WELL CORE CATEGORY
“CELEBRATING Our CoMMON HuMANITY WITH WALT WHITMAN”
10:00 FEATURED SPEAKER: DR. MARK EDMUNDSON, PRESIDENTIAL INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS
UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

“Curiousry HuUMAN: 25 YEARS OF THE BELMONT UNIVERSITY
HuMANITIES SYMPOSIUM”
DR. JasoN LovVvoORN, PROFESSOR DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH,
BerMoONT UNIVERSITY

11:00 INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS

PRESERVING THE PAST OF THE SYMPOSIUM FOR THE FUTURE PANEL
12:00 INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS
DISCUSSION WITH LIBRARY STAFF AND OTHERS

“SCIENCE 1S A CONVERSATION”
1:00 ScieNcE FAcuLTy PANEL MODERATED BY DR. KrRiSTA M CBRIDE, INTELLECTUAL W ELLNESS
PHysics, BELMONT UNIVERSITY

“WOMEN’S VOICES IN ANCIENT GYNECOLOGY” DR. M ARY
2:00 CUNNINGHAME, DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY, BELMONT INTELLECTUAL W/ ELLNESS
UNIVERSITY

“HEALTHCARE AND CULTURE OF NEPAL”
3:00 HEeATHER FERRARI, MSN, RN, ENP-BC, AGACNP-BC, OCCUPATIONAL WELLNESS
UN1VERSITY OF KENTUCKY MEDICAL CENTER

Q&A ror FYS AND OTHERS WITH DR. M ARK EDMUNDSON, AUTHOR
4:00 OF WHO ARE You AND WHY ARE You HERE FACILITATED BY DR. | OCCUPATIONAL W ELLNESS
KATE HoLLAND AND DR. NOEL BOYLE

“FROM STORY TO SCREEN: THE PorLitics OF FRicTION, CENSORSHIP
5:30 AND TRANSLATION” FEATURED SPEAKER: DR. HoLLy Liu, CHARLES CurLTurRAL WELLNESS
A. DANA PROFESSOR OF CHINESE AND GERMAN, ALMA COLLEGE

) MR FULL PROGRAM
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TiME

10:00

11:00

12:15

2:00

3:30

5:30

7:00

DrR. DANA BULTMAN

TITLE & PRESENTER

“PERFORMING ORAL HISTORIES FOR RURAL RESILIENCE
AND WELL-BEING”
FEATURED SPEAKER: DR. DANA BULTMAN, HARRY AND JANE
W1iLLsON PROFESSOR OF HUMANITIES, UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

“CENTERING DEPENDENCY: SEVERE COGNITIVE
IMPAIRMENT AND EQuAL HuMANITY”
DRr. NoteL BoYLE, DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY,
BeLMONT UNIVERSITY

Facurty Q&A witH DR. MARK EDMUNDSON,
AUTHOR OF WHY TEACH?
TEAcHING CENTER LuNCcHEON, ROGERS BOARD Roowm,
BARBARA MASSEY BUILDING

“i

WE CAME CRYING HiTHER : KING LEAR, MIGRANTS, AND THE
Crirrs oF Dover”
DRr. MARcCIA McDoNALD, PrROFESSOR EMERITA, ENGLISH,
BeLMONT UNIVERSITY

“UNLEARNING JAPANESE: IGNORANCE AND REDISCOVERY”
DR. CHRISTOPHER BORN, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ASIAN STUDIES
AND JAPANESE, BELMONT UNIVERSITY

“LANGUAGE STUDY: AT THE HEART OF A HumMANISTIC EDUCATION”
PANEL DiscussioN: DR. DANA BurtmAN, DR. Horry Liu,
DRrR. MARK EDMUNDSON

“TRANSFORMATIONAL TRAVEL: THE LUMOS AWARD”
MODERATED PANEL DiscussioN WiITH 4 PAST LuMos TRAVELERS

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

“PERFORMING ORAL HISTORIES FOR
RURAL RESILIENCE AND WELL-BEING”

WELL CORE CATEGORY

CULTURAL WELLNESS

CUuLTURAL WELLNESS

No WEeLL CorE
FACULTY / STAFF EVENT

INTELLECTUAL W/ ELLNESS

CULTURAL WELLNESS

INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS

CurLTurRAL WELLNESS

M b R FULL PROGRAM
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"ﬂﬂ 'S “ WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

TiME TITLE & PRESENTER WELL CORE CATEGORY

“RoLL ForR HumaNITY: HOow D &D SATIsFiEs CORE HUMAN
NEeeDs THROUGH COLLABORATIVE STORYTELLING”

DR. LAURA-KATE GONYEA Huse, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF
COMMUNICATION STUDIES, BELMONT UNIVERSITY

9:00 EMoTIONAL WELLNESS

“A LiIFE M ADE OF STORIES: FROM LITERATURE TO SONG, TRADITION,
AND HEALING”
AsHLEY DAvis, WorLD Music ARTIST, REiki M ASTER HEALER
AND BELMONT CLASS OF ‘98

10:00 INTELLECTUAL W/ ELLNESS

“THOREAU’S CELLY AND OTHER STORIES: FINDING COMMON

. INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS
HuMANITY IN THE HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN JAIL

11:00

“Ourt OF THE M AELSTROM OF KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE”

INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS
DRr. MAGGIE MONTEVERDE, ENGLISH, BELMONT UNIVERSITY

12:00

“THE TROUBLE WITH ANSWERS”
1:00 PANEL DiscussioN: MODERATED BY DR. KrRisTA McCBRIDE, INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS, BELMONT UNIVERSITY

“WHEN THE MEDIUM TALKS BACK: Al, MEANING-M AKING AND
HumMAN CONVERSATION”
DRr. KEVIN TROWBRIDGE, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AND CHAIR,
DEePARTMENT OF PuBLIC RELATIONS, BELMONT UNIVERISTY

2:00 SociAL WELLNESS

“MAGNIFICENT HUMANITY:
How TtHE PAPAL EncycLICAL MAKES Us THINK ABouT OURSELVES
AND OuRrR CUrRRENT AND Future COURSES”
3:00 PANEL DiscussioN: DR. SALLY Hort, PROFESSOR OF RELIGION; SPIRITUAL WELLNESS
DR. ARPITA MANDAL, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH; DR.
JENNIFER THOMAS, PROFESSOR OF Biorogy; Dr. Mitca McCoy,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF SPANISH BELMONT UNIVERSITY

“THE ARTIFICIAL OTHER: DIALOGUE AND DISAGREEMENT WITH Al
PANEL DiscussioN: DR. JOEL OVERALL, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
OF ENGLISH, wiTH BELMONT STUDENTS EMMA BOWMAN AND
MARLY HANNA, BELMONT UNIVERISTY

4:00 INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS

A VIEWING OF THE FILM CODA
7:00 FOLLOWED BY DiscussiON PRESENTED BY MEMBERS OF SociAL WELLNESS
BeELMONT'S AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE CLUB

Il f Liberal
[BELHONTR el FULL PROGRAM
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TiME

10:00

11:00

12:30

2:00

4:00

5:30

“WHAT IS A Symprosium?”
DRr. ALEXx PriOuU

TITLE & PRESENTER

BeLMONT LAUNCH FOR “IN OurR HANDS: A MAKER'S M ANIFESTO
FOR CHANGING THE WORLD THROUGH CREATIVE PRACTICES”
DR. BoNNIE SMITH-WHITEHOUSE, DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH AND
GLoBAL HONORS PROGRAM, BELMONT UNIVERSITY

“THE Furious FLycycLE AND THE LONG JOURNEY HOME:
AN ODYSSEY OF SORTS”
DR. DARRELL GWALTNEY, H. FRANKLIN PASCHALL CHAIR OF
BiBLICAL STUDIES AND RELIGION, BELMONT UNIVERSITY

“THE NEIGHBORHOOD, THE OFFICE, AND THE VACATION:
How THREE TV ARCHITECTURES SHAPE OUR FEELING BODIES”
DRrR. AMANDA SALMON, LECTURER DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH,

BeLMONT UNIVERSITY

“WHAT IS A Sympostum?”
FEATURED SPEAKER: DR. ALEX Priou, PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL
PHILOsOPHY, UNIVERSITY OF AUSTIN

“W ALKING WITH THE ENEMY: THE ART OF SUBVERSIVE MIMICRY
IN THE PosT-TRuTH ERA”
Tom WiLLiamMs, WATKINS COLLEGE OF ART, BELMONT U, AND
GEDIMINAS GASPARAVICIUS, MYERS SCHOOL OF ART, UINIVERSITY
OF AKRON

“MOoORE THAN TRANSLATION: WHAT WE GAIN WHEN WE LEARN
ANOTHER LANGUAGE”
FEATURED SPEAKER: DR. BRANDON Turrock, DIRECTOR, AP
GERMAN LANGUAGE AND CUuLTURE, COLLEGE BOARD, AND
BeLMoNT CLASS OF ‘O7

DAs LEBEN DER ANDEREN (THE L1ves orF OTHERS) - A FILM BY
FLorR1IAN HENCKEL VON DONNERSMARCK, VIEWING FOLLOWED BY
DiscussioN MODERATED BY DR. REGINE SCHWARZMEIER,
GERMAN, BELMONT UNIVERSITY

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1

WELL CORE CATEGORY

EMOTIONAL WELLNESS

SPIRITUAL WELLNESS

INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS

INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS

CurLTurRAL WELLNESS

OccuPATIONAL WELLNESS

CULTURAL WELLNESS

\ BELMONT | College of Liberal Arts FULL PROGRAM
1> UNIVERSITY & Social Sciences
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Yit %m FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2

Alunmni Doy

CARRIE GRACE DRr. M AsoOD GABRIELA ASHLEY DAVIS BRENDAN

YORrK Raja GONZALES TuLLock
TIME TITLE & PRESENTER WELL CORE CATEGORY

“THE NECESSITY OF A HUMANISTIC EDUCATION IN AN ERA OF Al”

9:00 PANEL DiscussioN: DrR. ALex PrRiou AND DR. M AsoOOD RAjA

INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS

10:00 PHILOLOGOI SocIiAL WELLNESS

“IBN TuraYL's HAYY IBN YAQzAN, JoN Locke, AND Rousseau: A
TweLFTH CENTURY MusLIM TEXT AND I1TS IMPACT
11:00 oN EurorEaAN HuMANiIsTIC THOUGHT” INTELLECTUAL WELLNESS
FEATURED SPEAKER: DR. M AsooOD RAJA, LINSLEY SCHOOL AND
BeLMoONT ALumMNus BA AND MA

“UNDER THREAT: REGIONAL AND INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES AT Risk”
12:00 PANEL DiscussioN: ASHLEY DAvis, BRENDAN TULLOCK, CULTURAL WELLNESS
AND M AsooD RAjA

“ORDERS ANYONE?” PRESENTING THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

1:00 CurTurRAL WELLNESS
COOKBOOK
“I'Mm Goop, | SWEAR”: A READING
AND Q&A wiTH AUTHOR CARRIE GRACE YORK

2:00 , SPIRITUAL WELLNESS

FEATURED SPEAKER: CARRIE GRACE YORK, BELMONT CLASS OF "26,

MODERATED BY DR. GWEN NIEKAMP, BELMONT UNIVERSITY

“How 10 LovE You WHEN YOU'RE GONE: A READING wiTH Q&A

3:00 Q CULTURAL W/ELLNESS

FEATURED SPEAKER: GABRIELA GONZALES, BELMONT CLASS OF

WINNERS OF THE 2026 SANDRA HutcHINS HUMANITIES SYMPOSIUM
4:00 CREATIVE WRITING CONTEST
: READINGS BY BELMONT UNDERGRADUATES
AND M ASTERS STUDENTS

CurLTurRAL WELLNESS

“THE UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE: A CLOSING CONCERT”
ASHLEY DAvis, JoHN DEPRIEST, AND BRANDON TULLOCK

N M FULL PROGRAM

5:00 CurTurRAL WELLNESS
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Symposium

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, WHEN THE THEN DEPARTMENT OF LITERATURE AND
LANGUAGE AND THE DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY DECIDED TO ORGANIZE
“MURDER IN THE M ANSION,” WE CALLED IT A SYMPOSIUM BECAUSE WE WANTED
TO EMPHASIZE AN ASPECT OF ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENT FUNDAMENTAL TO OUR
DISCIPLINES, THE FOCUS ON CONVERSATION. TODAY, AS SOCIAL MEDIA, TWENTY-
FOUR HOUR NEWS CYCLES, Al, AND POLITICAL DIVISION SEEM TO THREATEN OUR
ABILITY TO INTERACT DEEPLY AND MEANINGFULLY WITH EACH OTHER, EVEN WITH
THOSE WE MAY NOT AGREE WITH, THAT RECIPROCAL, CONVERSATION-BASED
FORMAT, THAT REQUIRES BOTH LISTENING AND SPEAKING, SEEMS ALL THE MORE
IMPORTANT. PERHAPS WE SHOULDN'T BE SURPRISED, THEN, TO DISCOVER THAT THE
ORIGINAL, ROOT SENSE OF CONVERSATION ISN'T ABOUT TALKING WITH EACH OTHER
AT ALL: IT'S ABOUT LIVING WITH OTHERS, OPENING UP TO THE POSSIBILITY OF
TURNING OURSELVES ABOUT AS WE ENCOUNTER OTHERS, AND IN THAT WAY
ALLOWING OURSELVES TO CELEBRATE EVERYTHING OUR COMMON HUMANITY HAS TO
OFFER. SO, THIS YEAR, INSTEAD OF ENGAGING WITH ONE FOCUSED SUBJECT FROM
MANY ANGLES, DURING THE FIVE DAYS OF OUR 25TH SYMPOSIUM WE WILL RESUME
CONVERSATIONS ON THE FIVE TOPIC GROUPINGS REPRESENTING THE PAST TWENTY-
FIVE YEARS: OUR ENCOUNTERS AND CONVERSATIONS; OUR COMPARATIVE
ImpuLses; Our CoNTEXTS; OUR TECHNOLOGIES; OUR NARRATIVES AND
LANGUAGES.

FULL PROGRAM COMING SOON
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	Carrie Grace
	York
	Dr. Masood
	Raja
	Gabriela
	Gonzales
	Ashley Davis
	Brendan
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	Celebrating Twenty-Five Years
	of the
	Belmont Humanities Symposium
	Twenty-five years ago, when the then Department of Literature and Language and the Department of Philosophy decided to organize “Murder in the Mansion,” we called it a Symposium because we wanted to emphasize an aspect of academic engagement fundamental to our disciplines, the focus on conversation.  Today, as social media, twenty-four hour news cycles, AI, and political division seem to threaten our ability to interact deeply and meaningfully with each other, even with those we may not agree with, that reciprocal, conversation-based format, that requires both listening and speaking, seems all the more important.  Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised, then, to discover that the original, root sense of conversation isn’t about talking with each other at all:  it’s about living with others, opening up to the possibility of turning ourselves about as we encounter others, and in that way allowing ourselves to celebrate everything our common humanity has to offer.  So, this year, instead of engaging with one focused subject from many angles, during the five days of our 25th Symposium we will resume conversations on the five topic groupings representing the past twenty-five years:   Our Encounters and Conversations; Our Comparative Impulses; Our Contexts; Our Technologies; Our Narratives and Languages.
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