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Belmont University is a private, Christian university focusing on academic excellence and is located in the 
heart of Nashville, one of the fastest growing and most culturally rich cities in the country. Belmont’s student 
body of over 8,000 includes students from every state, more than 25 countries and all faiths. The College of 
Law is ABA accredited with almost 340 students. The Belmont Law faculty is dedicated to teaching, service 
and an active engagement in scholarship with professors having published in top academic journals, written 

scholarly books and treatises and addressed academic conferences around the globe. 

PURPOSE
The Belmont University Fellows Program provides a unique and valuable opportunity to 
increase diversity in the legal academy. A successful applicant must have a J.D., strong 
academic background, and record that indicates the promise of both teaching excellence and 
high scholarly achievement.  Fellows will be recruited based on their academic and 
professional accomplishments and will be selected with a focus on under-represented groups 
in their discipline. This two-year program allows for the Belmont Fellow to be mentored by 
a Faculty Mentor at Belmont University in the development and delivery of courses while 
engaging in scholarly research. The intent is to help develop the pipeline for faculty to 
transition from practice into teaching-research positions within academia. Additional, 
information, including how to apply, can be found at: 
http://www.belmont.edu/academics/faculty-fellows/
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LUCIAN E. DERVAN is a Professor of Law and Director of Criminal Justice Studies. His teaching and research focus 
on domestic and international criminal law, and his writings have appeared in dozens of law reviews, psychology journals, 
and books. Professor Dervan is the author of two books and the founder and author of The Plea Bargaining Blog. In 
addition to his scholarly pursuits, Professor Dervan currently serves on the ABA Board of Governors and previously served 
as Chair of the ABA Criminal Justice Section. Prior to joining the academy, Professor Dervan served as a law clerk to the 
Honorable Phyllis A. Kravitch of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and practiced law with King & 
Spalding LLP and Ford & Harrison LLP.

DEBORAH FARRINGER is an Associate Professor of Law and Director of Health Law Studies at Belmont 
University College of Law where she teaches Health Law, Health Care Fraud and Abuse, Health Care Business and 
Finance, Contracts, Business Associations, Mental Health Law and Bioethics. Professor Farringer is also the faculty 
supervisor for the Belmont Health Law Journal and serves as the faculty supervisor for the school’s health law transactions 
moot court team. Professor Farringer focuses her scholarship in the area of health law and policy, primarily related to 
health care compliance, including fraud, abuse and privacy issues. She has published articles in Brooklyn Law Review, 
Seattle University Law Review, and Nevada Law Journal, among others. Prior to joining Belmont, she served as Senior 
Associate General Counsel for Vanderbilt University and Vanderbilt University Medical Center, and earlier practiced at an 
area law firm in its health care industry group.

CALEB GRIFFIN is an Assistant Professor of Law at Belmont University College of Law. Prior to entering the 
academy, Professor Griffin was an associate at Vinson & Elkins LLP in Houston, Texas, where he practiced corporate law. 
Professor Griffin's scholarship focuses on corporate law and corporate governance. His most recent paper provides a 
critical assessment of asset stewardship and proxy voting at index funds. Professor Griffin has also published theoretical 
and empirical work on mergers and acquisitions, the shareholder wealth maximization norm, and director fiduciary duties. 
Professor Griffin received his undergraduate degree in Finance, summa cum laude, from Oklahoma Christian Unversity. 
He received his Juris Doctor, cum laude, from Harvard Law School.

LOREN MULRAINE is a Professor of Law and Director of Music and Entertainment Law Studies. His courses 
include Entertainment Law, Copyright Law, Media Law, Sports Law, Film & TV Transactions, and Intellectual Property. 
He is the faculty advisor to the Belmont Entertainment Law Journal and the Entertainment Law Society. Professor 
Mulraine’s scholarship focuses on the intersection of intellectual property and social justice, copyright and related rights, 
global IP, and First Amendment rights. Professor Mulraine is of counsel with the Nashville law firm Bone McAllester 
Norton, PLLC, where he handles music, film, television and business matters. When not involved in teaching, scholarship 
or law practice, Professor Mulraine enjoys writing and producing in his home recording studio. A singer, songwriter, and 
producer with six solo gospel and worship projects, he has also contributed to several commercial recordings including the 
Grammy-winning “Tribute: The Songs of Andrae’ Crouch.” 

JEFFREY USMAN clerked for the Honorable W. Harold Albritton of the United States District Court for the Middle 
District of Alabama and the Honorable Mary Beck Briscoe of the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. 
He also served as an Assistant Attorney General for the Tennessee Attorney General’s Office and the senior law clerk for 
the Honorable William C. Koch, Jr. of the Tennessee Supreme Court. Professor Usman teaches Constitutional Law I & 
II, Criminal Constitutional Law, First Amendment and State Constitutional Law. He serves as a faculty advisor to the 
Belmont Law Review and Legal Aid Society. He is a frequent contributor to scholarly journals and chairs the Belmont Law 
Faculty Development Committee.




