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3:30pm – 3:50pm 
Deterrence and the Death Penalty 
Sarah Ellis 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
“Criminals do not die at the hands of the law. They die at the hands of other men.”  

–George Bernard Shaw 
 
Despite the gradually declining use of capital punishment practices by developed nations across 
the world, the United States continues to execute prisoners at a remarkably high rate. State-
regulated capital punishment is an exercise deeply rooted into the history of American culture, 
and one of its strongest defenses is the idea that it acts as an effective deterrent to violent crime. 
However, the deterrence hypothesis is difficult to measure and even more difficult to prove. How 
might the death penalty’s application realistically affect murder rates within a specific 
geographic area? 
 
I posit that the inconsistent application of capital punishment in the United States renders it 
effectively unrelated to the rise and fall of murder rates across periods of time. This report begins 
with a thorough review of existing literature and philosophical study, and it culminates in a 
three-part case study examining the impact of moratoriums and abolition on murder rates in the 
United States as a whole and within particular states. Its primary objective is to provide a more 
thorough picture of how capital punishment operates in relation to violent crime, and thus 
provide support for or against the deterrence argument. Only then can we gain a clear 
understanding of the death penalty’s effectiveness and function. 
 
3:50pm-4:10pm 
The Causes of Religious Extremist Violence 
Sordum Ndam 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
Questions around violent religious extremism, or religious terrorism, have been circling for 
decades. As a field, terrorism studies gained steam in the late 90s and saw a sudden spike 
following the terrorist attacks of September 11th. Violent religious extremism has become a 
quintessential component of both national and international security and scholarly attempts to 
understand the phenomenon have crossed over into policy prescriptions.  
 
Though this topic's scholarly field is overly-saturated, three schools of thought rise to the 
forefront--old vs. new terrorism, critical terrorism studies and core-direct vs. autonomous. Using 
two studies regarding risk preference and paranormal, or extreme, beliefs, two key aspects of 
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religious extremism, I hypothesize that the characteristics terrorists possess make them more 
likely to both have paranormal beliefs and engage in risky behavior. I will hold these variables 
up to the three schools of thought to see which they validate and which they overturn. 
 
4:10pm – 4:30pm 
Beyond Bullets: How War Shapes International Mass Migration 
Skyler Schmanski 
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Nathan Griffith 
 
The world is buckling beneath the weight of migration. Understanding the factors compelling 
migrants to abandon their homelands in search of better lives abroad is essential to developing 
policies that ensure the current circumstances do not perpetuate. Previous research has explored 
the environmental, economic, and coercive catalysts for migration, but has not firmly established 
whether its severity is influenced more by one type of war than another.  
 
This study classifies three variants of warfare: interstate, intrastate, and intertwined. It will 
conduct a comparative case study of Iraq’s First Persian Gulf War, the Iraqi Kurdish Civil War, 
and the Second Persian Gulf War to determine variation through analysis of the conflicts’ 
refugees. The hypothesis contends that war is a catalyst for international mass migration, and the 
magnitude of the effect varies by the type of war. 
 
4:30pm-4:50pm 
Political Involvement of Female College Students  
Hadley Sintic 
Dr. Nathan Griffith 
  
I chose to study the political involvement of female college students. I analyzed the levels of 
political participation by using factors such as engagement on campus, political participation, 
and education level in a survey of 100 men and women at Belmont University in a cross-
sectional study. The survey was sent in the spring semester of 2016 to students with an age range 
of 18-23. I use an ordinary least squares linear regression, OLS, to examine the survey findings. 
An analysis of the data quantifying political involvement, participation, interest in involvement, 
knowledge of current events and attitudes toward politics on a state and local level reveal the 
involvement of female students in politics. The result of the OLS linear regression implies a 
connection to female political participation and involvement in other political activities. The 
results examine and explain the particular involvement of female students in politics based on 
their education and involvement. 
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5:10pm – 5:30pm 
An Emendation on the Causes of Transnational Terror: Examining the Links Between 
Military Intervention and Foreign Aid 
Antiono Wright  
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
The fight against transnational terrorism looks to be one of the most prominent challenges facing 
nations in the 21st century and beyond. The rise of ISIS and the transition of some African 
domestic actors to transnational actors has caused many nations to rethink their policies. 
Building off the work of Savun and Phillips (2009), who state that foreign policy measures 
induce terrorism, I look at the use of the military intervention by states. To go deeper, I forward 
Young and Findley’s (2011) work on the question of can peace be bought through the utilization 
of foreign aid. 
 
Up to this point researches have looked at various causes believed to cause terrorism and have 
analyzed them separately while offering theoretical support as well .This study brings these two 
things together for a comparison against one another in addition to their individual relevance. I 
use the top databases on foreign aid, transnational terrorism, from AidData, Global Terrorism 
Database (GTD) and International Military Intervention (IMI). I expect results to show a 
significant and palpable difference between the counties that engage in more military 
interventionist agendas and ones that give more in foreign aid. To test my hypothesis, I execute a 
series of statistical tests.	
 
5:30pm-6:30pm: Keynote Address 
 
6:30pm-6:50pm 
The Illusionati: Mechanisms of Popular Support for Autocracy 
Samantha Hubner 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D.  
The superiority of democratic liberalism as the ideal means of political economic governance is 
one not often questioned. Why, then does autocracy seem to be a democratically supported 
outcome?  Lee Kuan Yew raised Singapore out of the Third World to one of the highest GDPs 
per capita in the world, which made Yew a national hero despite the constrained liberty of his 
government.  
Democracy has both intrinsic and instrumental values, where instrumental value is the ability of 
democracy to raise standards of living and the intrinsic value is the protection of liberty for all 
citizens under the government. However, when the instrumental and intrinsic values of 
democracy are separated, as seems to be the case in Singapore’s success, an autocratic regime 
could rationally generate popular support, mimicking the instrumentality of democracy. This is 
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the hypothesis to be tested through cross-indexing the Democracy Index, Human Development 
Index, and other existing data on a number of states to demonstrate how these cases support the 
assertion that people are willing to accept the loss of liberty and support an autocratic regime in 
exchange for a perceived high quality of life. 
 
6:50pm-7:10pm 
Participation in Local Elections 
Amanda Conway 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan D. Griffith 
Despite local government impacting everyday lives, few people participate in local elections. In 
the most recent Nashville mayoral election, only 20% of the population voted. Why do people 
not participate in local elections? The current research explores two possible reasons: there is a 
lack of interpersonal campaign contact and a lack of knowledge concerning the election. It is 
expected that with more knowledge, citizens are more likely to participate in local elections. It is 
also expected that more campaign contact will increase the probability of participation. All data 
was collected through a survey on Tennessee residents. 
 
7:30pm-7:50pm 
NO Escape 
Jawon Taylor 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D 
 
America prides itself on being the land of the free, yet it is the most incarcerated state in the 
world. The land of the free has the highest prison population and the highest incarceration rate. 
Following the rapid rise of the incarceration rate for the last five decades mass incarceration has 
gotten a lot of attention from scholars. Following their route, I decide to question the purpose for 
our justice system. There are three purposes for the justice system and that is to be a deterrence, 
rehabilitate, and punishment.  Looking at the current situation of mass incarceration in America, 
I claim there is a focus on punishment and that focus has come from politicians who have 
influenced the minds of the public to be “tough on crime”. As many scholars have noted, I will 
begin this research at the start of the “War on Drugs” which is the start of bad policy. 
 


