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Student Leader Reflection – Developing Community 

Written by:  Clark Buckner, IFC Vice President 

 "Community" is a big word that's thrown 
around often. Sure, when we think of the 
word community, images of friendship, 
laughter and fun flashes before our eyes. But 
community is also something more. Not only 
that, it can be used for more, too. But how? 
 
As student leaders, we spend a lot of time 
trying to figure out what the whole 
'leadership' thing means. I believe both 
leadership and community are strong and 
vague concepts, but if they're combined 
together, explosive things can happen. The 
best definition of leadership I've found is 
from the Higher Education Research Institute 
(UCLA): "Leadership is a process that occurs 
when shared values foster collaborative 
relationships that lead to collective action 

intended to elevate an organization, 
cause or community."  
 
This year, you have goals for yourself 
and your organization(s). While all of 
our goals are different, they all have 
something to do with 'elevating' our 
groups to new heights. The secret 
ingredients are having shared values 
and collaborating with a community 
and then doing something worth 
talking about.  
 
There's an African proverb that Dr. 
Andrew Johnston often refers to, "If you 
want to go fast, go alone. If you want to 
go far, go together."  Let’s choose to “go 
together” and create a Belmont 
community worth talking about! 
 

 
 

We were not created to do life alone.  
We were all designed by God to need 
others and to be in fellowship with one 
another.  College is a time to discover 
new things, to stretch your minds and 
to live among others that may or may 
not look like you, talk like you, or 
share your same passions….and if 
you ask me, that is pretty exciting!  As 
student leaders, you are charged with 
encouraging those around you to fully 
embrace this place and to find their 
place within this special Belmont 
community.   
 
The word Koinoina is used to describe 
“community” in the Greek New 

The Importance of Developing Community 
Written by: Amy Coles, Director of Student Activities 

Testament.  It is defined as “intimate 
participation” with others.  College is 
meant to be an exciting and life 
changing time, so don’t let a single 
opportunity pass you by. I encourage 
you to look outside of yourself each day  
- introduce yourself to someone new, 
invite that person  sitting alone in the 
dining hall to sit with you, be alert so 
that you can serve those in need around 
you.  In your leadership roles this year, 
choose to be a community trendsetter.  
Work together with your peers, faculty 
and staff to create “Koinoina” of intimate 
participation in everything you do. 

Belmont Fraternities and Sororities 
developing community as they welcome 

new members to their chapters on  
Bid Day 2011. 

 

Below is a highlight of upcoming events 

that supports this month’s  

learning theme of  

Developing Community: 

 
 Group Fitness Classes 

 SGA Congress Applications 

Available 

 Amy Grant: One Love 

Convocation – 8/29 

 Sorority Recruitment –  

8/31-9/3 

 Fraternity Recruitment –  

9/4-9/9 

 Intramural Kickball & Water 

Balloon Dodgeball rosters  

due – 8/31 

 Women’s Soccer – 8/31 & 9/2 

 

For times and locations for listed events, 

check BruinLink & BIC calendars. 
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