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Notes from the (Rocking) Chair 

W 
ell, theyôre gone!  Off to dental school, physical therapy school, zookeeping, medical school, grad 

school in sports administration, pharmacy school ï the destination list for our graduating seniors list 

goes on and on!  Itôs quiet right now in Hitch ï although occasionally Murphreeôs Bugs, Beetles, and 

Butterflies classes do rattle a few windows!  Towering Traditions is over, with 52 students new Biology 

majors registered to date, so there is much to look forward to in the fall.  However, the Spring 2009 graduating class 

gave us much to be proud of, as well: regional undergraduate research awards, scholar-athlete awards, graduate and pro-

fessional school acceptances, and BURS performances!  During the brief window of relative peace and tranquility now 

we have time to complete departmental assessment forms, plan for fall classes, order lab supplies, and try to find our 

desks.  Speaking of desks, As of June 1, 2009 the desk of the Chair of the Department of Biology is occupied by Dr. 

Darlene Panvini.  Dr. Panvini has a wealth of administrative experience, both at Belmont and at her previous institution, 

Vanderbilt University.  It has been a privilege to work as Chair with the fine faculty of the Department of Biology, and I 

look forward to the growth and development under Dr. Panviniôs leadership.  I am reminded of another famous doctor, 

Dr. Seuss:  ñOh, the Places Youôll Go!ò 
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Department of Biology Majors Score with Scholar-Athlete Awards 
Several majors from the Department of Biology won end-of-year awards for their performances in academics and athlet-

ics.  These were presented at a special ceremony in the Maddox Grand Atrium on May 4.  Winning one of the four Presi-

dentôs Scholar-Athletes of the Year Awards was Environmental Studies major Andy 

Wicke.  Andy has already won several regional and national awards for athletic per-

formance in basketball and academics performance in the class, the field, and the lab. 

Biology major Mollie Schlarman won the womenôs Graduating Senior Academic 

Achievement Award.  Academic Achievement Awards (for the highest GPA per team) 

were given to Mollie Schlarman (Womenôs Cross Country), Lauren Oeser (Womenôs 

Golf), Cyrus Eaton (Menôs Soccer), and Mollie Schlarman (Womenôs Track & Field).   

These students have performed exceedingly well on the court and in the field, as well 

as the classroom, indicative of Belmontôs adherence to the importance of scholarship in 

all areas. 
Andy Wicke accepting award 

from Dr. Fisher 
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On April 22, 2009 The College 

of Arts and Sciences hosted its 

annual Awards Day ceremony.  

Faculty of the Department of 

Biology made presentations to 

nine deserving students, from 

freshmen to graduating seniors.  

The awards are given for differ-

ent accomplishments, to different 

majors, and to different classes.  

Below are listed the 

award recipients for 2009. 

 

Freshman Achievement Award in Biology: Megan DeVries 

Ronald M. Barrett Pre-Health Award: Ms. Amy Fehrmann 

Donald R. Ramage Award for Service to the Learning Community in Biology: Ms. Beth Schriner 

Department of Biology Scholarship: Mr. Sachin Amin 

The first co-winner of the Award for The Outstanding Student in Biology: Ms. Mollie Schlarman 

The second co-winner of the Award for The Outstanding Student in Biology: Ms. Alaia Williams 

Freshman Achievement Award in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology: Reyna Niner 

Outstanding Student in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology: Emily Karr 

David R. Hill Environmental Service Award: Allison Berwald 
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Department of Biology Presents Awards to Students at College of Arts and 

Sciences Ceremony 

Biology Seniors Make Oral Presentations at BURS 

The Belmont Undergraduate Research Symposium was held on April 30, 2009, and in concurrent sessions the Depart-

ment of Biology sponsored oral presentations by 23 senior Biology majors, 3 Biochemistry and Molecular Biology ma-

jors, and one Environmental Studies major.  While Biology faculty hosted sessions, signed convocation forms, and 

graded talks, family and friends gathered to hear seniors explain exactly why one should care if microscopic worms suc-

cumb more to harmful bacteria when they reproduce less, where in Middle Tennessee one could find streamside sala-

manders, and whether caffeine really does help zebrafish learn faster.  Students received wonderful support from friends 

and peers, and the event was an excellent culmination to three semesters of research work by the seniors. 

From Left to Right: Sachin Amin, Alaia Williams, Amy 

Fehrmann, Megan DeVries, Beth Schriner, Mollie Schlarman 

Tummins Presents at Natural History Symposium 

April Tummins presented her senior research project at the 13th Symposium on the Natural 

History of Lower Tennessee and Cumberland River Valleys held at Land Between the 

Lakes.  Her talk on ñWater-Use Efficiency in Lonicera maackii and Symphoricarpos orbicu-
latus in Response to Increasing Light and CO2ò summarized the research April did using the 

new LI-COR gas exchange equipment recently acquired by the Department of Biology.  This 

equipment allows for field measurements of photosynthesis and respiration, in addition to a 

variety of environmental parameters such as temperature, humidity, and light levels.   April 

completed her senior research project with Dr. Darlene Panvini. 

 

Allison Berwald with Dr. Darlene Panvini 


