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Executive Summary

First Destination Data (Career Outcomes) is a result of information obtained and compiled from two 
surveys.  The Graduating Student Survey is administered to degree candidates in their last semester prior 
to graduating, and the First Destination Survey is administered to those graduates 6 months after 
graduation.

Working with the Office of Assessment and Institutional Research, the Career Development Team is 
responsible for collecting, maintaining, and reporting the first destination data.  The Career Development
Team, along with liaisons from each college, makes every effort to contact and/or obtain information on 
each graduate in an attempt to gain a 100% collection rate.

The first destination rate represents the percentage of graduates who secured employment, enrolled in 
continuing education, or enlisted in military service within six months of graduation that is drawn from the 
population of graduates for whom data could be obtained and who indicated they had engaged in 
seeking employment or graduate school.

In accordance with the standards and protocols established by the National Association of Colleges and 
Employers (NACE) in January 2014,  the data in this report encompasses the Class of 2015-2016 
which is defined as graduates who completed degrees in August 2015, December 2015, May 2016.

Beginning with graduates in the 2014-15 academic year, Belmont adopted the new National Association 
of Colleges and Employers (NACE) standards and protocols for questions in the First Destination 
Survey. As a result of changes in NACE' s career outcomes categories, the previously reported 
distinctions of “Continuing current professional position”, “Employed in a professional position, but 
actively seeking new employment”, and “Accepted new professional employment” were not available 
and have been combined into one category “Employed in a professional position” in this report. The 
Office of Assessment and Institutional Research is working with The Career Development Team to 
modify the survey to collect more discrete responses going forward.  

Since Belmont University began tracking its graduates' career outcomes, the overall first 
destination rate has consistently exceeded the national average.

Class of 2015-2016



College or 
School

Employed in a 
professional position

Pursuing continuing 
education

Not employed in a 
prof. position and 
actively seeking 
employment

First destination 
rate

Freelance/ 
Entrepreneur/ 
PerformanceCareer

Overall University
n = 1493*

66% 11% 15% 8% 92%

 

College of 
Business
n = 308 75% 9% 11% 5% 95%

 

College of 
Entertainment and 
Music Business
n = 389

55% 4% 26% 15% 85%

 

College of Health 
Sciences and 
Nursing
n = 228

90% 3% 1% 6% 94%

 

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
n = 217

66% 17% 12% 6% 94%

 

College of 
Pharmacy
n = 62 89% 6% 0% 5% 95%

 

College of 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
n = 69

36% 54% 4% 6% 94%

 

College of 
Theology and 
Christian Ministries
n = 21

48% 33% 19% 0% 100%

 

College of Visual 
and Performing 
Arts
n = 141

50% 11% 33% 6% 94%

 

University College 
Adult Degree 
Programs
n = 58

66% 14% 14% 7% 93%

 

A total of 1768 students graduated in the class of 2015-2016. The percent of graduates for whom data was collected by this process is 86%.

* The difference between total graduates and overall "n" is a result of removing graduates who did not respond to the survey or were are not actively 
seeking employment (includes volunteering, traveling, staying home to raise a family, or mission work.)


