
INTERDISCIPLINARY SAMPLER SESSION 
Moderator: Glenn Acree 
Frist Lecture Hall 
5:30 – 6:30 PM, Thursday, April 18th 
 
5:30 – 5:50 PM 
“The Effects of Social Rejection on Physical Discomfort” 
Brianna D. Howard 
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Lonnie Yandell 
 
Research suggests that the two types of discomfort, social and physical, are intertwined and can be experienced 
together, as well as separately. Specifically, the effects of social rejection on physical discomfort perceived intensity 
will be investigated. In this study, 40 participants will be playing a Cyberball virtual ball-tossing game in order to 
initiate social rejection. Participants will be divided into groups that will either be included or excluded during the 
computer game play. They will then have a one-time Automatic Blood Pressure cuff reading administered, which 
will be utilized in order to ethically present physical discomfort in an experimental setting. They will rate their 
discomfort during this task. It is hypothesized that exclusion will lead to social discomfort, which will increase 
discomfort intensity.  
 
 
Discipline: Psychology 
 
 
5:50 – 6:10 
“The Perch Coffee and Creperie: Connecting with Coffee Lovers” 
 
Shelby E. Brown, Mary Claire Couch,  S. Caroline Crozier, Sarah K. Flynt, Lauren P. Klausing, Hailey A. Lance, 
Dennis J. Vorreyer 
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Bonnie P. Riechert 
 
 
The Perch is a coffee house and creperie located in both Brentwood and Green Hills, Tenn.(www.theperchtn.com/ ). 
All of their coffee is organic and fair-trade from Leopard Forest Coffee in Zimbabwe. This trendy neighborhood 
creperie & coffee house was started by husband and wife, John Kressaty and Heather Chandler, after a trip to 
Beijing. They specialize in both sweet and savory crepes that come with a wide variety of fillings. After finding 
success in their original Brentwood location, the couple decided to open a second store in Green Hills off of Richard 
Jones Road. A public relations campaign was developed to help spread awareness about the new location in Green 
Hills. Fliers were created that had a short 5-question survey and a coupon for a free cup of coffee. These were 
distributed at Lipscomb University after their weekly chapel service to bring new customers to The Perch.  The 
Perch was also promoted on Belmont's campus by pairing with the Best of the Best showcase to provide coffee to 
the stage crew and hand out fliers to all of the attendees. Effectiveness of the campaign will be evaluated by the 
number of fliers that are returned to the Green Hills location. The survey responses will be useful in evaluating and 
identifying the target audience of The Perch and in planning marketing strategies in the future. 
 
 
Discipline: Public Relations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6:10 – 6:30 
“The Associative Learning Paradigm of Caenorhabditis elegans in Olfactory Chemotaxis Response 
to Isoamyl Alcohol”  
 
Lacey R. Dunkley  
Faculty Advisor: Robert T. Grammer  
 
 
Caenorhabditis elegans is a widely useful and applicable research tool within the scientific community. In this 
evaluation the functional memory techniques of the species was examined, with specific emphasis upon learning 
paradigms and ability to utilize memory pattern formation over time. The primary objective was to understand 
whether or not the species was capable of utilizing associative learning paradigms, rather than habituation or 
adaptation, according to a classical conditioning test. To achieve this result an olfactory  
chemotaxis was applied to determine whether a combination of variables, including starvation coupled with 
exposure to the odorant isoamyl alcohol, induced the nematodes to model behavioral alterations. It was concluded 
that the nematodes utilized an associative memory pattern formation that was gradually modified  
over time. 
 
 
Discipline: Biology 
 


