Is the work in the Public Domain?

Generally, if something was published before 1923, it is in the public domain.
If it was an unpublished work and the author died over 70 years ago, it is in the public domain.
If was written by an anonymous author over 120 years ago, it is in the public domain. Below are some criteria for different
publication yeats to help you determine whether or not the work you wish to use is in the public domain.

Wortks created after March 1, 1989 and works created eatlier but never published follow the
same guidelines. Works published prior to March 1, 1989 are subject to specific rules.
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** This chart is intended to be an overview to guide you through determining whether or not the work you wish to use
is in the public domain. This is not intended as legal advice nor an exhaustive list. For example, if the work you are wanting
to use is printed in a language other than English, there may be other criteria to determine whether or not the work is
located in the public domain. The Office of Administration and University Counsel is available for guidance on the use of
copyrighted material.
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